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A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

Christian Camozzi first started writing for USC in 

2003—back when the USC Village was a 

two-story shopping center, ringed by a parking 

lot. He recalls many lasagna lunches in the former 

University Village, and now enjoys cappuccinos  

in the central piazza. Before coming to USC, he 

wrote for The Princeton Review, having previ-

ously worked at Stanford and Harvard. He is a 

graduate of Brown University.

L ong before the first brick was laid in the 

USC Village, the university’s president, 

C. L. Max Nikias, spoke of a critical window in 

a young person’s development: the years 

between 18 and 22. He recognized the need to 

nurture students’ personal growth, and to help 

them learn to live well among others. 

The USC Village answers that call. It creates a 

new living and learning environment, a home 

for students to live alongside their faculty 

mentors and form lifelong bonds. It also establi- 

shes a new point of connection with the local 

community, transforming the landscape of 

USC’s campuses, and the neighborhood of 

South Los Angeles.
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By Christian Camozzi

u n i v e r s i t y  o f  s o u t h e r n  c a l i f o r n i a

LIVING AND LEARNING
The Story of USC Village
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The USC Village covers 15 acres and 

extends the University Park Campus 

several blocks north toward downtown 

Los Angeles. The expansive new addition 

transforms the university and its 

surrounding neighborhood.
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The USC Village creates a “home away 
from home” for its students. Over the 
span of centuries, this model for residential 
life—one that blends students’ living and 
learning—was refined at some of the 
world’s most venerable institutions, such 
as Oxford and Cambridge.

The Life of the Village

F or the University of Southern California, the opening of 

the USC Village marked a special milestone in its 137-year 

history. It transformed the university’s living-learning environment, 

making it fully residential, while greatly enhancing the student 

experience. It dramatically altered USC’s physical landscape, 

increasing the size of the University Park Campus by a third, while 

bringing a centuries-old feel to a forward-thinking institution. And 

it signaled an even deeper partnership between USC and its local 

community, bridging the campus with the neighborhood.

PROLOGUE



10

In the fall of 2017, the USC Village first 
opened to students, who arrived with the  
help of their families. After they said their 
goodbyes, these students settled in to 
their new surroundings, and began building 
a new community among their peers.
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With the USC Village, President  
C. L. Max Nikias sought to transform  
students’ living-learning environment. 
At the center of this environment is the  
dining hall—a place where students rout- 
inely gather to share meals, discuss their  
coursework, and create enduring memories.
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The USC Village includes ample outdoor 
space. In Los Angeles, a bright sun is 
not uncommon in January, so students 
can study in a range of courtyards and 
patios—even in the depths of winter.
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Throughout the day, students treat the  
grass-covered plazas like study spaces, the 
lawn chairs like library carrels, and even the 
fountain ledge like a performance stage.
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The retailers have proven exceptionally 
convenient for both the USC community 
and the surrounding neighborhood. 
Trader Joe’s offers everything from flowers 
to fresh food, while many items on the 
shelves of Target invariably find their way 
into the adjacent student dorm rooms.
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In the central piazza, seats and tables fill 
quickly in the afternoons, as students pour 
out of their classes and make their way to 
lunch. Here, they can continue conversations 
they began in their classes.
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The USC Village includes a range of 
retailers. Visitors can buy a bike at Solé 
Bicycles, pick up a package from Amazon, 
or repair a shoe at the Village Cobbler.



23THE STORY OF  USC V ILL AGE



24

Long before the USC Village opened, 
President Nikias spoke of the transfor-
mative years in a young person’s life: the 
ages between 18 and 22. During these 
years, as he put it, humans learn how to 
live in a society of other humans.
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The USC Village is where the ivory tower of 

the university meets the town square of its 

neighborhood. “In it, we can witness the 

echoes of antiquity,” Nikias said. “We can 

see the infl uence of thousands of years of 

civilization. We can feel the presence of the 

past, as well as our faith in the future.”




